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 WEST TAMPA CIGAR FACTORIES 
REMINDERS OF AREA’S PAST BOOM 
 
(Editor’s Note: In September, 1979, this 
Cultural Resources Survey of The 
Man-Made Environment in Tampa and 
Hillsborough County, Phase 1, was 
prepared by the Historic 
Tampa/Hillsborough County 
Preservation Board of Trustees.) 
 
HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF WEST TAMPA 
 
In the spring of 1892, Hugh C. Macfarlane, 
a prominent Tampa lawyer and real estate 
investor, formed the Macfarlane Investment 
Company to develop a new cigar 
manufacturing area west of the Hillsborough 
River. Beginning with his own 200 acre tract 
of land, Macfarlane assembled between 
1892 and 1895 other interested businessmen, 
including Matthew Hooper, W. W. Hooper, 
Philip H. Collins, George N. Benjamin, L. 
B. Skinner, and A. C. Clewis, who would 
soon own 90 percent of the 800 acres which 
became the City of West Tampa 
(Jacksonville, Florida Times-Union and 
Citizen, South Florida Edition, 1897). 
 
While Macfarlane’s subdivision formed the 
center of West Tampa, the participation and 
investment of his partners were essential to 
WEST TAMPA PUBLIC LIBRARY 
... Howard Avenue and Union Street 
-Photo by HAMPTON DUNN
 
the area’s development, from Columbus 
Drive on the north to Fig Street on the south, 
from the Hillsborough River on the east to 
Himes Avenue on the west. Dr. Philip H. 
Collins owned the subdivisions of El Cerro, 
Collins’ Addition, and Collins’ Second 
Addition. His son-in-law George Nelson 
Benjamin obtained two large subdivisions in 
1892 from William B. Henderson. He ended 
these orange grove properties and promoted 
the growth of West Tampa’s industry, 
serving also as Treasurer in the West Tampa 
Land Improvement Company and as 
Director of the Bank of West Tampa. 
 
STREETCAR ROUTE 
 
Agri-businessman Matthew Hooper and 
realtor William W. Hooper owned the 
Munro and Clewis subdivision land and the 
property which became C. B. Bouton’s 
Addition to West Tampa. Alonzo C. Clewis, 
owner of the Tampa Abstract Company and 
an organizer of the Exchange National 
Bank, was a key financial promoter of many 
West Tampa projects. Two other key 
associates in the Macfarlane organization 
were landholder Christopher B. Bouton and 
builder Lee B. Skinner. 
 
In order to develop West Tampa as 
Hillsborough County’s second cigar 
manufacturing area, in 1892, Macfarlane 
and his partners financed the first bridge 
across the Hillsborough River, the iron 
Fortune Street drawbridge. In the fall of 
1892, the Macfarlane Investment Company 
helped start a streetcar route from downtown 
Tampa into West Tampa, as part of the 
Consumers Electric Light and Power 
Company system. By 1900, good 
transportation and communication between 
West Tampa and Tampa’s port facilities 
were essential factors in making the new 
community competitive with Ybor City and 
Tampa for new factories and businesses. 
$400 COTTAGES 
 
Duplicating many of the successful methods 
utilized by Vicente Martinez Ybor and his 
Ybor City Land and Development 
Company, the Macfarlane group constructed 
numerous two and three-story factories and 
hundreds of cigar workers’ cottages, which 
they offered to cigar firms from New York 
City to Havana. Long term leases and 
specially designed facilities were common 
practices offered as inducements by most 
West Tampa developers. The Tampa 
Building and Loan Association, headed by 
A. C. Clewis and M. M. Dobson, 
constructed many of the larger commercial 
buildings along Howard and Armenia 
Avenues. 
 
Lee B. Skinner, operating from his office at 
the First National Bank, offered residential 
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lots at moderate prices, at 20 percent down 
and monthly installments catering to the 
workers’ salaries. George Benjamin 
constructed dozens of $400 cottages for 
cigar workers in his successful subdivision. 
 
The lure of these attractive and 
well-advertised developments quickly made 
West Tampa an immediate rival to Ybor 
City as a cigar manufacturing center. Begin-
ning with the construction in 1892 of the 
factories for the O’Hara and Company and 
the large Julius Ellinger Company, the 
Macfarlane Investment Company attracted 
over two dozen large firms and 50 small, 
family-operated companies to West Tampa 
during the next 30 years. 
 
CIGAR FACTORIES STAND 
 
The most impressive structures in West 
Tampa today are the cigar factories which 
have survived the decline in the industry 
after 1920. Two of the most significant early 
brick factories are the Cuesta-Rey plant 
(1896) at 2416 Howard Avenue and the A. 
Santaella factory (1904) at 1906 Armenia 
Avenue Angel L. Cuesta and Peregrino Rey 
were two leaders in the Tampa Latin 
community, whose civic contributions 
bonded relations between the Anglo and 
Latin Communities. Antonio Santaella’s 
factories were among the most important 
economic institutions of West Tampa in the 
first decade of the twentieth century. 
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West Tampa’s commercial district, 
concentrated on Main Street between 
Howard Avenue and Albany Street, and on 
Howard between Nassau and Walnut Streets 
with scattered structures along Armenia 
Avenue, was developed by alliances 
between West Tampa land developers and 
the downtown Tampa banking community. 
The early structures were frame with brick 
gradually becoming the standard after 1900. 
The bulk of the brick commercial structures 
were constructed after 1903. 
 
ROLE OF LATINS 
 
West Tampa developed the same vital Latin 
environment of Cubans, Spaniards, Italians, 
Afro-Cubans, and Anglos, that made Ybor 
City a unique community. Each group 
maintained its cultural identity with the 
creation of social and men’s organizations, 
churches, and labor groups. Although the 
developers of West Tampa were downtown 
Tampans, Latins had an immediate role in 
the government of West Tampa when the 
city was started in 1895 and were partners in 
all major developments. Many of the 
important ethnic buildings, such as John 
Drew’s three-story Cespedes Hall have been 
destroyed, duplicating the structures of Ybor 
City in their architecture and design. 
The most important remaining ethnic 
building is El Centro Espanol de West 
Tampa located at 2306 North Howard 
Avenue. When the club opened in January 
11, 1913, it was the largest and finest of the 
many men’s clubs in the city. The structure 
is a National Register building. The Sicilia 
Club at 2001 North Howard was completed 
in 1930, after two decades existence on 
Main Street. 
 
West Tampa maintained its separate 
economic and social identity even after the 
city was incorporated into Tampa on Jan. 1, 
1925. The decline of the cigar industry due 
to automation, acculturation of the Latin 
population into the greater Tampa society, 
and the extension of urban renewal housing 
projects westward from the Hillsborough 
River since 1940 were major factors in the 
economic fall of West Tampa. 
 
1-4 CUTS SWATH 
 
Beginning in the early 1960s the 
construction of the elevated roadbed for 
Interstate 4 cut an east-west swath through 
West Tampa between Laurel and Green 
Streets. The imposed barrier artificially 
divides the neighborhood. 
 
The most blighted area of West Tampa is its 
commercial area where many of the 
buildings are vacant or under utilized and in 
deteriorated condition. All but two of the 
brick cigar factories are utilized for storage 
and retail manufacturing purposes. There are 
some pockets of blight in the residential 
sections, but the vast majority of the houses 
are in good condition. Newer houses, 
post-1940, dominated the western portion of 
the area. Currently an economic feasibility 
study of West Tampa undertaken by the 
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Community Design Center in conjunction 
with other local agencies is looking at ways 
to revitalize the area and mitigate the 
adverse effects of 30 years of steady decline 
in the core of the area. 
 
WEST TAMPA ARCHITECTURE 
 
Architecturally the core of the 
approximately 800 acre West Tampa 
community appears much as it did in 1919 
when the cigar making industry was at its 
peak. Many of the original brick-paved 
streets, granite curb stones and 
hexagonal-paver paved sidewalks survive. 
Conceived by its developers as a 
self-sufficient community, it has its own 
commercial district, supporting industry, and 
residential areas. The brick cigar factories 
are randomly scattered throughout the 
grid-plan community and are surrounded by 
modest one- and two-story frame dwellings. 
The character of the area is one of quiet, 
substantial architecture periodically 
punctuated by an impressive social club or 
more pretentious dwelling. 
 
The earliest buildings, both residential and 
commercial, in West Tampa were frame. 
Cuesta-Rey at 2410 North Howard Avenue 
is the only documented extant 19th century 
structure in West Tampa. Although a few 
others are known to have existed, including 
the Old City Hall on the northwest corner of 
Main and Albany Streets, frame construction 
predominated until after 1900. Most of the 
earliest cigar factories were frame, but, 
unfortunately, none have survived. The 
major cigar producing concerns opted for 
brick factories from about 190 on. 
 
NEARLY IDENTICAL 
 
Eleven brick cigar factories built between 
1894 and 1919 survive. All follow the same 
basic plan being three stories over a high 
basement and oriented on an east-west axis 
to take advantage of the southern light 
exposure which was necessary to grade 
tobacco by color. Ranges of diminishing 
double-hung windows maximize light and 
ventilation into the unpartitioned interior 
workrooms that were set with rows of work 
tables. First floor windows were secured 
with operable metal-clad shutters. 
 
Five of the I I factories are nearly identical 
differing only in the style of the sign plaque 
and the length of the building. The exteriors 
were articulated with red brick bands of 
decorative string courses framing the 
fenestration, a corbelled cornice, and a 
central sign plaque crowning the plain 
parapet. The body of the building is laid up 
in tan brick. A flight of steps with a solid, 
radiating balustrade leads to the entrance 
centered on the five-bay facade, and simple 
pedimented porch with concrete columns 
shelters the entrance set with double-leaded 
doors and a deep transom. The 1894 
Cuesta-Rey factory follows this same basic 
form but is constructed entirely of red brick. 
 
ORIGINAL STOREFRONTS 
 
Two cigar factories, Samuel I. Davis & Co. 
at 900 N. Howard Avenue and Y Pendas & 
Alvarez at 2400 N. Albany Street, differ 
from their counterparts in their more 
classical detailing. The two factories are 
nearly identical with pilasters to divide the 
bays of the upper levels. An offset side 
octagonal tower which housed the water 
tank that serviced the sprinkler system and 
also served as a clock tower, reportedly was 
never finished. The two are the most ar-
chitecturally distinguished industrial 
structures in West Tampa. 
 
The commercial district of West Tampa is 
basically located on Main Street (from 
Howard to Albany) and on Howard Avenue 
(from Nassau to Walnut) with a few scat-
tered commercial buildings located on 
Armenia Avenue. These structures are 
usually of masonry construction and 
incorporate decorative corbelled 
entablatures and parapets, as well as string 
courses in the street facades. Many struc-
tures retain their original storefronts with 
free-standing cast-iron colonettes or pilasters 
and cast-iron work in the second story 
galleries. The original pressed-tin interior 
ceilings are often retained in many of these 
commercial structures. 
 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS 
 
The most distinguished structures in West 
Tampa are the public buildings.  The Tampa 
Public Library, a superb diminutive Beaux 
Arts structure, is the most academic duilding 
in the community.  The Entrol Espanol, an 
impressive Mediterranean/Neo-Classical 
structure listed in the National Register in 
1974 and the Mediterranean style Sicilia 
Club provide a nice contrast to the decided 
vernacular bend to the bulk of West 
Tampa’s building.  The 1905 Cuesta School 
is the most literal Italianate public school in 
the city. 
  
The residential stock of West Tampa offers 
a complete sampling of the variety of 
vernacular housing forms that were utilized 
in the area between the mid-1980s and the 
Depression. 
  
Rows of identical simple frame, modified 
shotgun plan dwellings set gable end to the 
street were built by the developers to house 
the cigar workers.  The modest houseform 
dominated until about 1908 when the 
bungalow style was used to update the 
standard form or used for more substantial 
homes.  The bungalow or vernacular 
variations of the style became the norm after 
the First World War.  Am incident study of 
the neighborhood identified five basic 
houseforms that comprise a majority of the 
pre-1929 houses in the oldest sections of the 
neighborhood.  There are few grand, “high-
style” houses in West Tampa which still 
conveys its position as a workers 
neighborhood. 
 
 
WEST TAMPA FLORIDA MASTER SITE 
FILE SITES 
 
SITE ADDRESS                      NAME                                                            STATUS 
 1 900 N. Howard Ave.          S.I. Davis Cigar Factory                                          I 
 2 1212 N. Howard Ave.          Balbin Bros./Tampa-Cuba Cigar Factory                 I 
 3 1307-1311 N. Howard Ave Orient Building H                                                         II   
 4 1403 N. Howard Ave.          Berriman-Morgan Cigar Factory                              I 
 5 2747 W. Green St.          Residence                                                                 II 
 6 2113 W. Main St.          Simovitz Building                                                  I 
 7 2117 W. Main St.          Warren Building                                                             I 
 8 2119 W. Main St.          Katz-Fondianu Building                                                 I 
 9 2122-2126 W. Main St.       Commercial Duplex                                         I 
 0 2128-2130 W. Main St.       Commercial Building                                      II 
11 2129-2139 W. Main St.       "90" Building                                                      I 
12 1617 N. Howard Ave.          Bank of West Tampa      I  
13 2301 W. Main St.          Commercial Building     II 
14 2534 W. Main St.          Arthur Morales House      I 
15 2733 W. Main St.          Bungalow       I 
16 1700 N. Rome Ave.          West Tampa Freight Depot    II 
17 1707 N. Howard Ave.          Leira Building       I 
18 1715 N. Howard Ave.         West Tampa Post Office    II 
19 1718 N. Howard Ave.          West Tampa Free Library     I 
20 1801-03 N. Howard Ave.    Guida Building                  I 
21 1801 N. Habana Ave.          Robert Mugge Building      I 
22 2906 W. Chestnut St.          Residence       I 
23 1902-08 N. Howard Ave.    Macfarlane Building       I 
24 1911-19 N. Howard Ave.    Perfecto Velo Building                II 
25 1906 N. Howard Ave.          Santaella Cigar Factory      I 
26 2001 W. Tampa Ave.          Sicilia Club of West Tampa     I 
27 2108-10 N. Howard Ave.    Eladio Gonzalez Commercial Row   II 
28 2111 N. Albany Ave.          Bustillo & Diaz Cigar Company    I 
29 2202 N. Howard Ave.          San Martin & Leon Cigar Factory    I 
30 2105 N. Habana Ave.         West Tampa Junior High School                         II 
31 2205 Tampania Ave.         Cuesta School      II 
32 3201 N. Albany Ave.         Y Pendas & Alvarez Cigar Factory    I 
33 2322-2334 W. Cherry St.    Multi-family Residences     I 
34 2213 N. Armenia Ave.        Guiseppe Clemente Grocery    II 
35* 2306 N. Howard Ave.         El Centro Espanol of West Tampa    I 
36 2523 W. Palmetto St.         Scardino House       I  
37 2515 N. Albany Ave.         Holway & Co. Factory      I 
38 2126,W. Beach St.         Arias House      II 
39 2127 W. Beach St.         Mistretta House      II 
40 2510 N. Howard Ave.         Cuesta-Rey Cigar Factory     I 
41 2506 N. Howard Ave.         Commercial Building      I 
42 2135, 2139 W. Beech St.     Residences      II 
43 2512, 2516 N. Howard AveResidences       I  
44 2409-13 N. Armenia Ave.   Residences      II 
45 2347 W. Beach St.          C ornme rcial/ Reside nti al Duplex   II 
46 2701 W. Beach St.          Residence      II                      
47 2902-04 N. Albany Ave.     Bethel F. B. H. Church                II 
48 3102 N. Armenia Ave.         Garcia & Vega Cigar Factory     I 
49 3024 N. Habana Ave.          Fitzgerald Building      I 
50 3102 N. Habana Ave.          Andres Diaz Cigar Factory     I 
51 2107-23 W. Walnut St.        Residences       I 
52 2802 N. Howard Ave.          Morgan Cigar Company     I 
 
 
 
